CHAPTER II

REVIEW OF LITERATURE

2.0
Presentation  

This chapter focuses on what dyslexia is. Focused topics are the definitions of dyslexia, the history of the disability, dyslexia and related disorders, signs and effects of dyslexia, how dyslexia is identified and its methods of treatment.

2.1
What is Dyslexia? 

Many researchers now agree that developmental dyslexia (hereafter referred to as dyslexia) is a brain-based type of learning disability that specifically impairs a person’s ability to read and write. It is also known as a “specific reading disability” or a “specific language disorder”. These individuals typically read at levels significantly lower than expected despite having normal intelligence. “Although the disorder varies from person to person, common characteristics among individuals with dyslexia are difficulties with phonological processing (the manipulation of sounds) and/or rapid visual-verbal responding” (Tobias, 2004, p. vii).

Many people with dyslexia are very intelligent and successful. The condition has nothing to do with a person’s intelligence. Dyslexics may be very talented in many areas, including art, athletics, drama, music, and engineering. These talents often need the ability to bring together sight, spatial skills (the ability to locate objects in three-dimensional space using sight and/or touch), and coordination (http://www.faqs.org).
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